6 streets each were selected from both wards The aim of this study was to assess the making a total of (12) subsequently achieve MDG . and if there was more than one, simple random sampling was done to select only one.
Materials and Methods
The mother was questioned on her youngest The study was descriptive cross-sectional child. study conducted among mothers of children A structured interviewer administered less than five years of age who reside in Kosofe questionnaire was used to collect data. The Local Council Development Area of Lagos questionnaire was pretested among twenty state. Kosofe is located on the northern part of mothers of under-fives who were residents of Lagos with a population of 527,539 men, Surulere Local Government Area, appropriate 407,075 women and a total population of corrections were made thereafter. Ethical 934,614.15 There are seven wards in Kosofe approval to undertake this study was obtained LCDA. Two of these words were chosen using from the Health Research and Ethics simple random sampling (balloting). The
Committee of Lagos University Teaching study population included mothers of Hospital (LUTH). children less than five years of age and are Completed questionnaires were collated, permanent residents in this area. Appropriate entered and then analyzed electronically sample size was determined using the formula using Epi info version 3.5.1. Results were for descriptive studies at a precision of 5%. A presented in tables. Chi square tests and thirty-two (32.6 ±5.8). A higher proportion of Fisher's exact tests were used to test for the respondents were Christians (80.5%), associations between dependent variables married (93.9%), and Yoruba (63.5%). Higher such as knowledge attitude and practice of proportion of the respondents had post childhood immunization and independent secondary level of education (47.8%), (46.8%) variables such as socio-demographic factors.
were semi-skilled. Higher proportion of The level of significance was set at 5% (p< respondents were of nuclear family type 0.05).
(90.4%), with number of children between one Scoring Method and four (92.5%), index children aged between Respondents were asked a total of 12 questions 48-60 months (24.6%) with mean age of (2.2± p e r t a i n i n g t o t h e i r k n o w l e d g e o f 1.67.2) months. immunization. The total possible score was 12
Respondents' knowledge about immunization as respondents received 1 mark for each Less than one-tenth of respondents were of correct answer and no mark was awarded for the belief that only healthy children should be wrong answers. The maximum score was immunized, 2.4% of respondents reported that 100%. Scores above 67% (8 out of 12) were immunizations were meant for only sick considered good, between 42% (5 out of 12) c h i l d r e n . H i g h e r p r o p o r t i o n o f t h e and 67% were fair less than 42% were respondents (60.6%) believed that sick considered poor.
children ought not to be immunized.
For their attitude towards childhood
Respondents knew the following VPDs; immunization, respondents were asked 4 Measles (75.4%), whooping cough (15.7%), questions. Respondents received 3 marks for and diphtheria (13.9%). Higher proportion of each positive response, 2 marks for indecisive the respondents (93.2%) knew immunization response and 1mark for negative response. m a k e s c h i l d r e n h e a l t h i e r , 5 3 . 2 % o f The maximum score was 12 (100%). Scores r e s p o n d e n t s k n e w t h a t c h i l d h o o d above 8 (67%) were considered as positive immunization had side effects. The most attitude and less than 7 (58%) were considered mentioned side effect of immunization by the negative attitude. respondents was fever (51.9%) and the least mentioned was inconsolable tears (12.2%). With regards to uptake of childhood Higher proportion of the respondents (45.7%) immunization, respondents were asked 2 believed immunization makes children questions and received 2 marks for each good brilliant, (78.8%) gave negative response on practice, 1 mark for indecisive answers and 0 immunization preventing HIV/AIDS. In the for bad practice. The maximum score was 6 o v e r a l l k n o w l e d g e o f c h i l d h o o d (100%). Scores below 3 (50%) were considered immunization, only 17.1% of respondents had as poor practice.
good knowledge, 44. on the uptake of childhood immunization.
7% of respondents had f a i r k n o w l e d g e a b o u t c h i l d h o o d

Respondents' uptake of immunization
Respondents who were married were more Eighty-six percent of respondents had never likely to obtain immunization for their missed any immunization. Higher proportion children than singles and widowed. (Table I There was statistically significant association There was statistically significant association b e t w e e n k n o w l e d g e o f c h i l d h o o d between respondents' attitude towards immunization and its practice by the childhood immunization and their practice of respondents. Higher knowledge of childhood childhood immunization. Positive attitude of immunization significantly increased the respondents increased the uptake of uptake of childhood immunization. p=0.018 childhood immunization. Fisher exact (Table II) <0.001 (Table III (Table III) (76.3%)and malaria (48.6%).18 This is probably because the effects of polio and measles were more visible than other VPDs like diphtheria.
Discussion
These results also show that some respondents were ignorant of the fact that malaria was not The mean age of respondents in this study was preventable by immunization. This has 32.6 years which is similar to earlier studies 7 implications for malaria control. A number of conducted in Kinshasa, DRC (29.4years) and 12 respondents cited that immunization improves Nasarawa (29.9years). Higher proportion of the intelligence capacity of a child and prevents the respondents of this study were married and HIV/AIDS which is similar to previous of the Christian religious denomination. Few 17, 9 studies. respondents in this study had studied beyond High proportion of the respondents in this secondary school. Thus the lack of higher study cited that immunization was important education may have hindered a high which is similar to studies conducted in proportion of respondents from understanding Barcelona on parental knowledge of paediatric t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s o f n o t p r o c u r i n g vaccination where 68.9% of the respondents felt immunization for their children. The major 19 that immunization was obligatory and Lagos source of information on immunization for this where 89% of respondents cited that study as cited by a high proportion of 18 immunization was necessary. respondents was health personnel, similar to
The reason highlighted by few respondents for reports in Rivers state where the major source missing immunization was the inability to 10 of information was ante-natal clinics. recall their next appointment which is similar Immunization as cited by a high proportion of to studies conducted in Nnewi and Souththe respondents was a preventive measure, Western Nigerian where a few respondents however few respondents had erroneous views didn't complete immunization schedule due to on immunization such as causing sterility and 13, 17 lack of vaccines In Enugu state, 17.4% of meant only for healthy children. An earlier 9 mothers had also missed some immunizations, study conducted in South Western Nigerian on but in Nasarawa, as much as one third (33.4%) the uptake of childhood immunization among of respondents had missed immunization m o t h e r s o f u n d e r -f i v e s h a d s i m i l a r 17 probably because of the distance of the health observations. The most recognizable f a c i l i t y a n d p a r e n t s c o n c e r n a b o u t immunization preventable disease by immunization safety as this was a rural respondents in this study were polio(76.1%), 12 study. As opposed to the Nnewi study, the measles(75.4%), tuberculosis 42.7% yellow commonest missed immunizations involved fever( 42.3%), diphtheria (13.9%), malaria the immunizations given between birth and 6 (7.5%) as opposed to the study conducted in 13 weeks of age. Lagos on the knowledge and attitude towards
